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Montana Committee for the Humanities
Oct. 14, 2004
Contact: Kim Anderson, coordinator, Montana Center for the Book, (406) 243-6022, (800) 
624-6001.
YOUNG READERS INVITED TO ENTER 
LETTERS ABOUT LITERATURE CONTEST
MISSOULA -
Write a letter to your favorite author, and you might win an expenses-paid trip to 
Washington, D.C., for yourself, your parents and your teacher.
The trip to the nation’s capital is the grand prize in Letters About Literature, a writing 
contest for readers in grades four through 12. The contest is sponsored by the Center for the 
Book in the Library of Congress in partnership with Target Stores and the Montana Center for 
the Book, a program of the Montana Committee for the Humanities.
To enter, a young reader writes a personal letter to a favorite author explaining how his 
or her book changed the reader’s view of the world or themselves. Readers can select authors 
from any genre — from fiction to nonfiction and contemporary to classic.
The Montana Center for the Book will select the top essayists in the state at three 
competition levels: Level I for children in grades four through six, Level II for grades seven 
and eight, and Level III for grades nine through 12.
The entry deadline is Dec. 4. To obtain the required entry coupon, call the Montana 
Center for the Book at (406) 243-6022 or (800) 624-6001 or visit http://www.loc.gov/letters. 
State winners advance to national competition and receive cash prizes -  plus a $50
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Target gift card. The top three state winners in each age category earn cash prizes and 
certificates from the Montana Center for the Book and MCH.
Six national winners will each receive expenses-paid trips to Washington, D.C., to read 
their letters during the National Book Festival in fall 2005. In addition, they will earn a $500 
Target gift card.
Teachers, librarians or parents interested in obtaining copies of the contest guidelines 
and the 16-page teaching supplement to guide students through the reading and writing process 
should go online to http://www.loc.gov/letters.
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